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ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
Approved 


(General Laws, Chapter 180) 


ARTICLEI 
The exact name of the corporation is: 
Creative Commons Corporation 


ARTICLE II 


The purpose of the corporation is to engage in the following activities: 


The corporation is organized and shall at ail time be operated exclusively f. 


e 


One Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts 02108-1512, 


a 
se 
<L 


on 
a 
— 
en 
— 
c 
n^ 
ate 


C 
-—- 
Oo 
pr 
t 
Ne) 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of th 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the regulations thereunder, as now in force or 


hereafter amended ("Section 501(c)(3)") and of Section 4(a) of Chapter 180 of the 
public. 


under Section 4(a). 


Massachusetts General Laws, as now in force or hereafter amended ("Section 4(a)") 
including, but not limited to, designing methods and technologies that facilitate 


sharing of scientific, creative, and other intellectual works with the general 


(within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) that is consistent with other provisions 
of these Articles and that may be lawfully carried on by a corporation organized 
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made on a single sheet so long as each article requiring each addition is clearly indicated. 


Note: If the space provided under any article or item on this form is insufficient, additions shall be set forth on one side 


only of separate 8 1/2 x 11 sheets of paper with a left margin of at least I inch, Additions to more than one article may be 


180ar 4. 


The corporation may carry on any other charitable or educational activit: 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


William Francis Galvin 
Secretary of the Commonwealth 
One Ashburton Place, Boston, Massachusetts 02108-1512 


ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION | 
(General Laws, Chapter 180) 





ARTICLE I 
The exact name of the corporation is: 
mn. 
Creative Commons Corporation oe 
ARTICLE II 


The purpose of the corporation is to engage in the following activities: 


The corporation is organized and shall at all time be operated exclusively fo: 
charitable and educational purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the regulations thereunder, as now in force or 
hereafter amended ("Section 501(c)(3)") and of Section 4(a) of Chapter 180 of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, as now in force or hereafter amended ("Section 4(a)") 
including, but not limited to, designing methods and technologies that facilitate 
sharing of scientific, creative, and other intellectual works with the general 
public. The corporation may carry on any other charitable or educational activity 
(within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) that is consistent with other provisions 
of these Articles and that may be lawfully carried on by a corporation organized 
under Section 4(a). 


Note: If the space provided under any article or item on this form is insufficient, additions shall be set forth on one side 
only of separate 8 1/2 x 11 sheets of paper with a left margin of at least I inch. Additions to more than one article may be 
made on a single sheet so long as each article requiring each addition is clearly indicated. 
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ARTICLE III 


"orporation may have one or more classes of members. If it does, the designation of such classes, the manner of election 
appointments, the duration of membership and the qualification and rights, including voting rights, of the members of 
each class, may be set forth in the by-laws of the corporation or may be set forth below: 


The corporation will have no members. 


ARTICLE IV 
Jther lawful provisions, if any, for the conduct and regulation of the business and affairs of the corporation, for its 
voluntary dissolution, or for limiting, defining, or regulating the powers of the corporation, or of its directors or members, 
or of any dass of members, are as follows: 


See attachment for Article IV 


ARTICLE V 
he by-laws of the corporation have been duly adopted and the initial directors, president, treasurer and clerk or other 
presiding, financial or recording officers, whose names are set out on the following page, have been duly elected. 


**If there are no provisions, state “None”. 
Note: The preceding four (4) articles are considered to be permanent and may only be changed by filing appropriate Articles of Amendment. 


Creative Commons Corporation ` ES 
Article IV (other lawful provisions) 


Other lawful provisions for the conduct and regulation of the business and affairs of the 
corporation, for its voluntary dissolution, or for limiting, defining, or regulating the powers of the 
corporation, or of its Directors, are as follows: 


(a) Powers. Subject to all the limitations set forth in, or referred to by, other 
provisions of these Articles, this corporation shall have, and may exercise in furtherance of its 
corporate purposes, (1) all of the powers specified in Section 6 of Chapter 180.and Sections 9 
and 9A of Chapter 156B of the Massachusetts General Laws as amended from time to time, 
except those powers referred to in paragraph (m) of Section 9 which do not apply to charitable 
corporations, and (2) all other lawful powers necessary or convenient to effect any or all of the 
purposes for which the corporation was formed; provided always that no such power shall be 
exercised in a manner inconsistent with (1) Chapter 180 or any other Chapter of the 
Massachusetts General Laws, and (ii) the exemption from taxation under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended (the "Internal Revenue Code"). 


(b) Tax Exemption. No part of the assets or net earnings of the corporation shall 
inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to, any Director or officer of the corporation or any 
Member, if any, or any individual, except that the corporation shall be authorized and 
empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 
distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in Article II hereof. No substantial part of 
the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting 
to influence legislation, except to the extent permitted by Section 501(h) of the Internal Revenue 
Code; and the corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (whether or not by the 
publication or distribution of statements), any political campaign on behalf of (or in opposition 
to) any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the 
corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) bya 
corporation exempt from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue 
Code or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 170(c)(2) of 
the Internal Revenue Code. It is intended that the corporation shall be entitled to exemption 
from federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and shall not be a 
private foundation under Section 509(a) of the Internal Revenue Code. 


(c) Private Foundation Restrictions. If and for so long as the corporation is a private 
foundation (as that term in defined in Section 509 of the Internal Revenue Code), and 
notwithstanding any other provisions of these Articles or the By-Laws of the corporation, the 
following provisions shall apply: 


(1) The income of the corporation for each taxable year shall be distributed at 
such time and in such manner as not to subject the corporation to the tax on undistributed income 
imposed by Section 4942 of the Internal Revenue Code; and 


(2) The corporation shall not engage in any act of self-dealing (as defined in 


Section 4941(d) of the Internal Revenue Code), nor retain any excess business holdings (as 
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defined in Section 4943(c) of the Internal Revenue Code), nor make any investments in such 
manner as to subject the corporation to tax under Section 4944 of the Internal Revenue Code, nor 
make any taxable expenditures (as defined in Section 4945(d) of the Internal Revenue Code). 


(d) Dissolution. Upon the liquidation or dissolution of the corporation, after payment 
of all of the liabilities of the corporation or due provision therefor, all of the assets of the 
corporation shall be distributed pursuant to Section 11A of Chapter 180 of the Massachusetts 
General Laws to one or more organizations with similar purposes and exempt from federal 
income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, as determined by the 
Members of the corporation or, if the corporation has no Members, by the Directors of the 
corporation. E 


(e) Non-Discrimination. In administering its programs and activities, the corporation 
shall not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national origin, ethnic origin, age, sexual 
preference, or religion. 


(f) Meetings Anywhere in the United States. Except as otherwise specifically 
provided by the By-Laws of the corporation, meetings of the Directors or Members , if any, . of 
the corporation may be held anywhere in the United States. 


(g) Amendment of the By-Laws by Directors. The Directors of the corporation may 
make, amend or repeal the By-Laws of the corporation in whole or in part. 


(h) Indemnification. Except as otherwise provided below, the corporation shall, to 
the extent legally permissible and only to the extent that the status of the corporation as an 
organization exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code is not adversely 
affected thereby, indemnify each person who is, or shall have been a Director or officer of the 
corporation, or who serves at its request as a member, director or officer of another organization 
or in a capacity with respect to any employee benefit plan (each such person being herein called 
a Person"), against all liabilities and expenses (including judgments, fines, penalties and 
reasonable attorney's fees and all amounts paid, other than to the corporation, in compromise or 
settlement) imposed upon or incurred by such Person in connection with or arising out of, the 
defense or disposition of any action, suit or other proceeding, whether civil or criminal, in which ` 
he may be a defendant or with which he may be threatened or otherwise involved, directly or 
indirectly, by reason of his being or having been such a Person. 


The corporation shall provide no indemnification with respect to any matter as to which 
such Person shall be finally adjudicated in such action, suit or proceeding not to have acted in 
good faith in the reasonable belief that his action was in the best interests of the corporation. 
Any Person who at the request of the corporation serves another organization or employee 
benefit plan in one or more of the above indicated capacities and who shall be finally adjudicated 
not to have acted in good faith in the reasonable belief that his action was in the best interest of 
such other organization or in the best interest of the participants or beneficiaries of such 
employee benefit plan shall be deemed not to have acted in such manner with respect to the 
corporation. The corporation shall provide no indemnification with respect to any matter settled 
or compromised, pursuant to a consent decree or otherwise, unless such settlement or 
compromise shall have been approved as in the best interests of the corporation, after notice that 


ae 


BOSTON 13207311 


indemnification is involved, by (1) a disinterested majority of the Board of Directors or (2) if 
there are no disinterested Directors, by a majority of the disinterested Members, if any, or (3) if 
there are no disinterested Directors and no disinterested Members, by independent legal counsel 
representing the corporation and appointed by a majority of the Directors then in office. 


Indemnification may include payment by the corporation of expenses in defending a civil 
or criminal action or proceeding in advance of the final disposition of such action or proceeding 
upon receipt of an undertaking by such Person to repay such payment if it is ultimately 
determined that such Person is not entitled to indemnification under Chapter 180 or any other 
chapter of the Massachusetts General Laws or pursuant to the provisions of the preceding 
paragraph. Such an undertaking may be accepted without reference to the financial ability of 
such Person to make repayment. 


As used in this Article 4(h), the terms “Director” and “officer” include their respective 
heirs, executors, administrators and legal representatives, and an "interested" Director or officer 
is one against whom in such capacity the proceeding in question or another proceeding on the 
same or similar grounds is then pending. 


The right of indemnification provided in this Article 4(h) shall not be exclusive of or 
affect any other rights to which any Director or officer may be entitled under any agreement, 
statute or otherwise. The corporation's obligation to provide indemnification under this Article 
shall be offset to the extent of any other source of indemnification or any otherwise applicable 
insurance coverage under a policy maintained by the corporation or any other person. Nothing 
contained in this Article 4(h) shall affect any rights to which corporate personnel other than 
Directors or officers may be entitled by contract or otherwise. 


(Qi) Exculpation; No Personal Liability. No Director or officer shall be personally 
liable to the corporation for monetary damages for breach of fiduciary duty as a Director or 
officer notwithstanding any provision of law imposing such liability, provided, however, that the 
liability of a Director or officer, to the extent that such liability is imposed by applicable law, 
shall not be eliminated or limited (1) for any breach of the Director’s or officer’s duty of loyalty 
to the corporation, (2) for acts or omissions not in good faith or which involve intentional 
misconduct or a knowing violation of law, or (3) for any transaction from which the Director or 
officer derived an improper personal benefit. The Directors and the officers of the corporation 
shall not be personally liable for any debt, liability or obligation of the corporation. All persons, 
corporations or other entities extending credit to, contracting with, or having any claim against, 
the corporation, may look only to the funds and property of the corporation for the payment of 
any such contract or claim, or for the payment of any debt, damages, judgment or decree, or of 
any money that may otherwise become due or payable to them from the corporation. 


() Successor Provisions. All references herein: (1) to the Internal Revenue Code 
shall be deemed to refer to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now in force or hereafter 
amended; (2) to the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, or any Chapter 
thereof, shall be deemed to refer to such General Laws or Chapter as now in force or hereafter 
amended; and (3) the particular sections of the Internal Revenue Code or such General Laws 
shall be deemed to refer to similar or successor provisions hereafter adopted. 
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ARTICLE VI 
The effective date of organization of the corporation shall be the date approved and filed by the Secretary of the Commonwealth. 
a later effective date is desired, specify such date which shall not be more than thirty days after the date of filing. 


ARTICLE VII 


The information contained in Article VII is not a permanent part of the Articles of Organization. 


a. The street address (post office boxes are not acceptable) of the principal office of the corporation in Massachusetts is: 


c/o Berkman Center for Internet & Society, P509, 1563 Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge, MA 
021 
b. The name, residential address and post office address of each director and officer of the corporation is as follows: a7 
NAME RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS POST OFFICE ADDRESS 
President: 
See Attachment for list of Officers and Directors 
Treasurer: 


Clerk: 


Directors: 
(or officers 
having the 
powers of 
directors) 


c. The fiscal year of the corporation shall end on the last day of the month of: 


December 31st 
d. The name and business address of the resident agent, if any, of the corporation is: 


I/We, the below signed incorporator(s), do hereby certify under the pains and penalties of perjury that I/we have not been 
convicted of any crimes relating to alcohol or gaming within the past ten years. I/We do hereby further certify that to the 
best of my/our knowledge the above-named officers have not been similarly convicted. If so convicted, explain. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF AND UNDER THE PAINS AND PENALTIES OF PERJURY, I/we, whose signature(s) appear below as 
incorporator(s) and whose name(s) and business or residential address(es) are clearly typed or printed beneath each signature, 
do hereby associate with the intention of forming this corporation under the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 180 and 


do hereby sign these Articles of Organization as incorporator(s) this. 19th. day of December , 2001 , 


Diane Cabell, Sole Incorporator 














Note: If an existing corporation is acting as incorporator, type in the exact name of the corporation, the state or other jurisdiction where 
it was incorporated, the name of the person signing on behalf of said corporation and the title belshe holds or other authority by which 
such action is taken. 


CREATIVE COMMONS CORPORATION 


Directors and officers: 


Residential Address Mailing Address 


President 282 Monroe Dr. #9 Center for Internet and Society 
Mountain View, CA 94040 | Stanford Law School 

559 Nathan Abbott Way 
Stanford, CA 94305 









Name 



















Molly Van 
Houweling 




























































Treasurer Molly Van 282 Monroe Dr., #9 Center for Internet and Society . 
Houweling Mountain View, CA 94040 | Stanford Law School 
559 Nathan Abbott Way 
Stanford, CA 94305 
Clerk and 63 Oak Ridge Road Berkman Center for Internet & 
Assistant West Medford, MA 02155- | Society 
Treasurer 2162 Harvard Law School 


Pound 509 
1563 Massachusetts Avenue 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


Diane Cabell 


Jorge L. 
Contreras, Jr. 








78 Richardson Road 
Melrose, MA 02176 





Assistant Clerk Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 


Boston, MA 02109 


















Belinda M. 
Juran 


_ 
NE m 


Michael 
Carroll 


16 Tadmuck Road 
Westford, MA 01886-2740 


Assistant Clerk Hale and Dorr LLP 
60 State Street 


Boston, MA 02109 

























126 Sumner St. 
Newton, MA 02459 


Laboratory for Computer 
Science 

MIT 

Cambridge, MA 02139 















2409 Falls Drive 
Chapel Hill, NC 27514 


Duke Law School, . 
Science & Towerview Drive 
Durham NC 27708 












418 Haverford Ave. 
Narberth, PA 19072 


207 Garey Hall 
299 North Spring Mill Road 
Villanova, PA 19085 















370 Dorantes Ave 
San Francisco, CA 94116 


Stanford Law School 
Crown Quadrangle 
559 Nathan Abbott Way 
Stanford, CA 94305-8610 


Lawrence 
Lessig 
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Berkman Center for Internet & 


1 
i 


i Cambridge, MA 02139 
104 English Range Rd. P.O. Box 21 
03038-5410 E. Dery, NH 03041-0021 


j 1563 Massachusctts Avenue 
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THECOMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


ARTICLES OF ORGANIZATION 
(General Laws, Chapter 180) 


I hereby certify that, upon examination of these Articles of Organiza- 
tion, duly submitted to me, it appears that the provisions of the General 
Laws relative to the organization of corporations have been complied 
with, and I hereby approve said articles; and the filing fee in the amount 
of $ having been paid, said articles are deemed to have been 
filed with me this day of 20 





Effective date: 


WILLIAM FRANCIS GALVIN 


Secretary of the Commonwealth 


TO BE FILLED IN BY CORPORATION 


Photocopy of document to be sent to: 


Jorge L. Contreras, Jr. Esq. 

—— Hale and Dorr LLP = ~~” 
60 State Street 

~~ Boston, MA 02109  . | 





Telephone: __ 617/526-6000 


